LADY  MACBETH
desperate and long-abiding resolves. For a moment he is suspicious of himself; if these seeming strangers can read his mind, may not those friends and companions who have fought by his side in many a fierce conflict with the enemy ? If this be the case, he must as soon as possible carry his purpose to a conclusion, lest it be altogether frustrated. This is the feeling that stirs him when Banquo, perceiving his perturbation, asks:
c Good sir, why do you start, and seem to fear Things that do sound so fair.'
How can he be Thane of Cawdor when that title is held by another ? Almost immediately afterwards he receives earnest of the truth of the witches' words and henceforward resigns himself to fate. Occasionally he hesitates, because until he has begun to hunger to displace the royal master who has behaved so generously to him, Macbeth has been a noble, honest, and, perchance, kindly-disposed man. It is here that the 205